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The result was not all that she had anticipated.
Florence was left to rely upon her own resources
in the fight for India, and the sweeping reforms
for which she had agitated seemed as far off as
ever. In 1887, however, the Queen made possible
a scheme that Florence had long advocated and
on which she had addressed the sovereign. She
had pointed out that it was not enough to build
and equip hospitals, and urged that there ought
to be provision for nursing people in their own
homes and for helping women to nurse members
of their families in illness. In conjunction with
William Rathbone she had started the experi-
ment of district nurses at Liverpool, and it had
been extended to several other places with success.
Now the Queen devoted the money which the
women of England had, subscribed as a Jubilee
gift to establish a nation-wide system of district
nurses, and Florence, although disappointed that
the Qpeen had not seen fit to lend her authority
to advance Indian reform, was gratified that the
district nursing scheme had been put on a firm
basis by the royal endowment.
This royal gift in 1887 was made at a time when
Florence needed encouragement, for she felt that
her greatest work was in jeopardy. Fifteen years
earlier, she had written that she went out of
office, and this year she remarked that her
** pcwers seem all to have failed and old age set
in*" Bat she was in the midst of a struggle which
needed keen powers, and there was no sign of arty